Course Title: Translating Evidence into Practice: System-level Implementation Strategies

Course Number: EPI 247

Spring 2009
Guidelines for Course Written Assignment
The goal is to complete a fundable brief proposal for a pilot study that applies a selected translational tool to the student's area of expertise.  

Appropriate Topics:
Your choice of translational tools is based on the tools presented in weekly lectures, including:

Changing Practice Patterns through Practice Guidelines 

Pay for Performance

Restructuring Medical Organization (example used was Medical Homes)
Redesigning Payment Structures: Health Coverage

Redesigning Benefits Structures: Pharmaceutical Formularies
Changing State Laws and Regulatory Regimes

Influencing Providers through their Professional Societies

Changing Organizations through Feedback on Quality
You should develop a proposal that addresses your substantive area of expertise and that is relevant and useful given your career stage.  For students wishing to address a different T2 tool, consult with course instructors prior to embarking on your proposal. 

Parameters:
This assignment is required of students enrolled for course credit.  Auditors are welcome to take advantage of instructor feedback by participating in this assignment as well.
You are welcome to schedule individual meetings with course instructors to discuss your ideas.  You are also welcome to show early drafts of all or sections of the proposal to the course instructors to get feedback and help.
This is not an idle exercise.  The goal of this assignment is to provide students with an opportunity to develop a pilot study proposal that is ultimately fundable.  Ideally, brief applications should be developed for submission to UCSF pilot funding programs.  Feel free to consult the course instructors for suggestions on funding sources.  For a wide variety of funding options available to UCSF fellows and junior faculty, see:
http://rap.ucsf.edu/
Format:

Your brief proposal should contain the following elements.  Approximately half of the text should be taken up by the section “Research Design and Methods.”

Total length: 3-6 pages, including figures and tables, excluding literature cited.

Proposal Sections:
Aims (up to 3)

Background and Significance

Preliminary studies, if any

Research Design and Methods (organized by Aim)

Hypotheses to be tested (if appropriate)

Design / conceptual approach

Data collection

Analysis

Plans for use in funding applications and/or publication

Timeline

Explain how this pilot project is important for your career goals (e.g., develop line of research, lead to major funding, etc.) (max 500 characters)

Mentoring Plan: If applicable, describe the plan for oversight of this project by mentor(s), including the specific role of any primary mentor named herein.

Literature cited (not included in page limit)

Due: For enrolled students, no later than June 30, 2009 

