DESIGNING CLINICAL RESEARCH FOR STUDENTS AND RESIDENTS
ASSIGNMENT # ONE
Due: August 3, 2009 at the start of class
In Assignment One, you will present your research question and a few statements describing the significance of this question.  Please bring this assignment to class on August 3rd.
I. Read the Introduction and Chapters 1 and 2 of the Designing Clinical Research textbook, found at the UCSF Bookstore or another vendor (Hulley et al.).

II. Identify the research mentor who is willing to work with you on your proposal.  Typically such a person is engaged in clinical research or may be someone who can provide access to a relevant database.
III. Think up a research question for which you might design a study, and write a one sentence version of your research question to bring to your small group session on August 3rd.  We strongly encourage you to think of a real question that is of interest to you and can be feasibly answered by a trainee at your level.
IV. Familiarize yourself with the literature related to your research question using PubMed and write 3-5 sentences explaining the significance of your research question. This initial draft of a “Significance Section” can take the form of a paragraph or logic statements as outlined in the sample protocol in the Designing Clinical Research textbook. 
V. Plan to learn Endnote, a reference management software that will be very useful as you in your research. Information on EndNote classes offered by the UCSF library and instructions for enrollment are included in the intro letter.
