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Dear Masters Students,

Welcome to Epi 220, the Masters' Seminar.  Our first class meeting will be on Tuesday, September 29, 2009 in room CD 5721 (the library) at China Basin Landing.  Note that the time will be 3:15 -5:00 PM, ending 15 minutes earlier than the website (currently) says, at least for Fall quarter. There are 12 of you and we have 6 sessions, so most of the fall quarter we will be spent going over each other's protocols from Designing Clinical Research, which we usually do 2 per week.  (Note that if by the time your turn comes around you have a later version, or even something else you'd rather discuss, that will be an option.)

We will discuss exactly how to do this on the first day of class, but I'm hoping we can get a head start.  As you know, the protocols are due 9/22/09.  There may be some of you who want feedback EARLY, e.g., because you want to get feedback on the DCR version before revising it and submitting your CHR application.

So what I am looking for are VOLUNTEERS who would be willing to have their protocol reviewed and discussed in class on our first day, 9/29/09.  If your protocol is selected, you would also be primary reviewer for the other person whose protocol will be discussed that day.  This has the following advantages:
1. Your protocol is still current when we discuss it, so the discussion will be relevant.

2. You get it over with, before clinical epi, epi methods, and biostatistics have taken over your life
But I also see a couple of disadvantages:

1. We will probably have a little less time to spend on it, because we will be doing introductions and housekeeping things the first week.  (Some people might consider this an advantage.)
2. You would be doing this during a period when maybe you were planning to take a little vacation and catch your breath between summer and fall class work.  For the same reason, your classmates may not have as much time to read it and think about it ahead of time. 

Anyway, please let me know that you got this message, and whether you would be willing to discuss your protocol on 9/29.  Thanks!

TN

