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Homework for Class 2 and 5
(Anita Stewart) 
Locate one self-report measure of a health or health-related concept that is important in your research including the original publication.
	Concept you are interested in measuring:
	

	Briefly define the concept you are interested in, including any possible “dimensions” or components
	

	Target sample including  diverse group you are interested in (note other languages needed):
	

	Name of measure or instrument reviewed:
	


Class 2: Identifying and Selecting Measures for Health Disparities Research 

Complete rows 1-11 using this template to describe several measurement properties of the instrument.  

	
	Characteristic
	Measure 

	
	OVERVIEW OF MEASURE
	

	1. 
	Original publication (list citation)
	

	
	DESCRIPTION OF MEASURE 
	

	2. 
	How does your concept appear to be defined by this measure?
	

	3. 
	Structure of measure

· List all domains/subdomains that are scored
· Is there a summary score or index?
	

	4. 
	How many items (questions) comprise the measure?  
	

	5. 
	Time frame of questions (e.g., past week, past month, past year, today, lifetime, no time frame)
	

	
	INTERPRETABILITY
	

	6. 
	Direction of a high score (what does a high score mean?)
	

	
	NATURE OF THE SAMPLES ON WHICH IT HAS BEEN TESTED
	

	7. 
	Source and type of subjects in original publication (e.g., inpatients, outpatients, community dwelling, students, church members, list of HMO members, etc.) 
	

	
	VARIABILITY
	

	8. 
	Possible score range and observed score range in the original sample
	

	
	RELIABILITY
	

	9. 
	Types of reliability and coefficients reported: 

· Internal consistency (Cronbach’s alpha)?
· Test-retest (e.g. Pearson correlation)  
	

	
	VALIDITY
	

	10. 
	Evidence of any type of construct validity in original publication? Describe briefly (e.g., tested correlations with another measure).
	

	
	SCORING MANUAL, SCORING RULES
	

	11. 
	Is there a manual or guide on how to create scores from the questionnaires?  IF NOT: Is there enough information in the publication to determine how to score it? 
	


Class 5: Measurement Issues in Health Disparities Research  

Complete rows 12-17 of this template.  Submit entire document (including class 2 work).  

Review the measure you selected for possible use in the diverse group you are interested in studying.  

	CLASS 3 HOMEWORK (FOR FOLLOWING WEEK)

	
	Characteristic
	Measure 

	
	TEST OF MEASURE IN YOUR DIVERSE GROUP
	

	12. 
	Any study (original publication or other publication) using or testing this measure in the group you are interested in or a similar group? (provide reference)
	

	
	CONCEPTUAL ADEQUACY IN DIVERSE GROUP 
	

	13. 
	Does the concept being measured appear to be appropriate for your diverse group?  If not: what appears to be missing or needs to be considered to make it appropriate?  
	

	
	PSYCHOMETRIC ADEQUACY IN DIVERSE GROUP 
	

	14. 
	Is there evidence of reliability in the diverse group you are interested in (or similar diverse group)?  
	

	
	ACCEPTABILITY FOR YOUR POPULATION
	

	15. 
	“Real” burden – length of time needed to complete or to administer.
	

	16. 
	Appropriateness of measure in general: would you anticipate any problems in administering this to your population?  What type?  
	

	
	TRANSLATIONS (if you need them)
	

	17. 
	Is the measure available in any non-English language(s) you are interested in?
	


