	Date and Time
	Title
	Content
	Readings

	Thursday, April 2, 2009

2:45PM-4:15 PM

E. Perez-Stable
	Overview of class; Race/ethnicity, social class, and culture in disparities research
	Introduction to terminology used to classify race, ethnicity––how to measure.  Other constructs relevant to disparities methods such as social class, wealth, culture, and education.

Examples from clinical research studies will be used to illustrate the points
	González Burchard E, Ziv E, Coyle N, Gomez SL, Tang H, Karter AJ, Mountain JL, Pérez-Stable EJ, Sheppard D, Risch N. The Importance of Race & Ethnicity in Biomedical Research and Clinical Practice. N Engl J Med 2003; 348:1170-1175. 


González Burchard E, et al. Latino Populations: A unique contribution to the study of Race, Genetics and Social Environment in Epidemiologic Research, American Journal of Public Health, 2005; 95: 2161-2168. 

Baker DW, et al. Patients attitudes toward health care providers collecting information about their race and ethnicity. J Gen Internal Medicine 2005; 20: 895-900. 

Braveman PA, Cubbin C, Egerter S, Chideya S, Marchi KS, Metzler M, Posner S. Socioenomic status in health research: One size does not fit all. JAMA 2005; 294: 2879-2888. 

	Thursday, April 9, 2009

2:45PM - 4:15 PM
A. Stewart
	Identifying and selecting health measures for health disparities research
	Locating candidate measures to review, and criteria for selecting appropriate measures for your own studies.


	Switzer GE, Wisniewski SR, Belle SH, Dew MA, Schultz R. Selecting, developing, and evaluating research instruments. Soc Psychiatry Psychiatr Epidemiol, 1999;34:399-409 



	Thursday, April 16, 2009

2:45PM - 4:15 PM
A. Stewart
	Measurement issues in research in diverse populations
	For studies of disparities where racial/ethnic groups will be key subgroups, measures must have similar psychometric properties across these groups.  A framework is presented for considering conceptual and psychometric adequacy and equivalence. 


	Stewart AL, Nápoles-Springer AM. Advancing health disparities research: can we afford to ignore measurement issues? Med Care, 2003;41:1207-1220. 

	Thursday, April 23, 2009

2:45PM-4:15 PM

I. Yen



	Measuring neighborhood and place 



	
Overview of research on neighborhood influences on health, with a focus on different approaches to measurement of neighborhood.

	Yen IH, Scherzer T, Cubbin C, Gonzalez A, Winkleby M. Women’s perceptions of neighborhood resources and hazards related to diet, physical activity, and smoking: focus group results from economically distinct neighborhoods in a mid-sized US city. American Journal of Health Promotion 2007; 22(2):98-106.
Winkleby M, Cubbin C, Ahn D. Effect of Cross-Level Interaction Between Individual and Neighborhood Socioeconomic Status on Adult Mortality Rates. Am J Public Health. 2006 Dec;96(12):2145-53
Stephen A. Matthews, The Salience of Neighborhood: Some Lessons from Sociology. Am J Prev Med 2008;34(3)


	Thursday, April 30, 2009

2:45PM - 4:15PM

E. Perez-Stable


	Determinants of health and health disparities: conceptual frameworks and mechanisms


	How the different constructs defined in class #1 and #5 fit into conceptual models of health disparities.  What are the mechanisms?
	Kagawa-Singer M. Improving the validity and generalizability of studies with underserved US populations expanding the research paradigm. Ann Epidemiol 2000;10:S92-S103. 

Jackson JS. Surveying the Black American Population. 
Research Center for Group Dynamics 

David R. Williams Survey Research Center. Institute for Social Research

	Thursday, May 7, 2009

2:45PM-4:15PM

S. Gregorich
	Analytic issues in assessing outcome disparities across groups, with emphasis on testing mediation
	A conceptual discussion of how variables lying along a causal pathway may explain health disparities.
	Baron RM, Kenny DA. The moderator-mediator variable distinction in social psychological research: conceptual, strategic and statistical considerations. J Personality Soc Psychol 1986;51:1173-1182. 


Helena Charuma Kraemer, PhD; G. Terence Wilson, PhD; Christopher G. Fairburn, DM. MPhil, FRCPsych; W. Stewart Agras, MD. Mediators and moderators of treatment effects in randomized clinical trials. Arch Gen Psychiatry 2002;59:877-883

	Thursday, May 14, 2009

2:45PM- 4:15PM
S. Gregorich
	Analytic issues in assessing outcome disparities across groups, with emphasis on testing moderation


	A conceptual discussion of how interactions among explanatory variables may explain health disparities.
	
Same as above

	Thursday, May 21, 2009

2:45PM- 4:15PM

A. Napoles
	Using qualitative methods in developing and testing concepts, measures and interventions
	Overview of qualitative methods used to develop conceptual frameworks, measures, and interventions. Present rationale and applications of qualitative methods in health disparities research.


	Krause N. A comprehensive strategy for developing closed-ended survey items for use in studies of older adults. J Gerontol:Social Sci 2002;57B:5:S263-274. 


Vogt DS, King DW, King LA. Focus groups in psychological assessment: enhancing content validity by consulting members of the target population. Psych Assessment 2004;16(3):231-243. 

	Thursday, May 28, 2009

2:45PM-4:15PM
A. Napoles


	Recruitment, retention, and academic partnerships: enhancing participation of ethnically diverse communities in research
	Review evidence on the effectiveness of recruitment and retention methods in health disparities research. Present a conceptual framework for designing a recruitment plan.


	Wendler D, Kington R, Madans J, Van Wye G, Christ-Schmidt H, Pratt LA, racial and ethnic minorities less willing to participate in health research? PLoS Med 2006 Feb;3(2):e19. Ep2005 Dec 6. 


Paskett E, Reeves K. Recruitment of minority and underserved populations in the United States:

The centers for population health and health disparities experience



	Thursday, June 4, 2009

2:45PM-4:15PM

C. Kaplan

E. Perez-Stable
	Issues in Development and Evaluation of Interventions to Reduce Health Disparities.
	State of knowledge of health disparities interventions—how to develop and evaluate.  
	Peek ME, Cargill A, Huang ES. Med Care Res Rev. 2007 Oct;64(5 Suppl):101S-56S. 


