Designing Clinical Research

Assignments for Session #7

I.   Read Chapters 17 and 19 in DCR and finish catching up on your reading from previous weeks. (Chapter 18 is optional.)
II.  Compose parts of your protocol
(Bring A to class today and email it to your section leader by midnight tonight)

A. 
Create a plan (in less than a page) for pretesting your study.  This may include several phases in order to address the issues of recruiting subjects and making measurements, and of the several iterations of your manual of operations.  Be specific about such things as where the subjects for the pretest will come from, how many of them there will be (and how you picked this N) and what you will do with the responses.  If there are parts of the pretest that you can get started on this week, do so.

B.  Ask your mentor if you may look through one of her grant applications to get a sense of what is involved.  What was the funding agency for that application?  If you will be applying for funding, try to look at a proposal from the same or a similar agency. Be ready to comment in class on generic similarities and differences between your mentor's application and your own protocol.

C.
 Continue to modify and assemble all the pieces of your protocol that you have been working on for the last seven weeks, so that you end up with a reasonably complete draft of your 5-page protocol (see suggested format on the next page).  Here are some optional other sections that you could add:
•
Budget, equipment, physical facilities (be brief)

•
Statistical issues.  Amplify on your sample size calculation by thinking through plans for data analysis and interpretation

•
Timetable, organizational chart

