Designing Clinical Research

Assignments for Session #1

I. Read the Introduction and Chapters 1 and 2 of Designing Clinical Research.  In case you are not taking Building a Career in Clinical Research (Epi 227), read about mentoring in the Survival Guide for Generalist Physicians in Academic Fellowships (Saha S et al.,J Gen Int Med 1999 Dec;14(12):750-5.) 
II. Identify and meet with a research mentor to discuss possible research questions
III. Compose parts of your protocol 

(Bring to class today and email to your section leader by midnight tonight)

A.
 Research question.  Think up a research question you might design a study around and bring a one sentence version to class.

B. Significance. Use PubMed to do a literature search, and word-process* a  ½ - 3/4 page “Significance” section for your research question with an adequate set of references.  Use EndNote, RefWorks or equivalent software; bring this to class as well.          

*  I think we are probably at the point where we don't need to mention word processing any more, but I will say just this once that all assignments should be word processed.  When we first started teaching this course, word processing was a new technology that many students had not tried yet!  Maybe in a few more years everyone will already be using citation management software!
