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June 22, 2009
To:
Participants in Epi 202, the Summer 2009 Designing Clinical Research Workshop
We look forward to beginning the course with you on Tuesday, August 4, 2009.  We will meet for the first lecture at 9:00 AM in HSW 302 (not Toland Hall as in previous years) on the Parnassus campus, then break into small groups from 10:00 AM until Noon.  The course will meet every Tuesday from 9:00-12:00, August 4 through September 15.

Here is your first assignment, TO BE COMPLETED BEFORE August 4:

· Read Chapters 1 and 2 in Designing Clinical Research, 3rd Ed, by Hulley et al, available in the UCSF bookstore, at Amazon.com, etc.  Sorry it's a bit pricey; get a used one if you can, but do stick with the third edition, which is a substantial improvement over the second.
· Especially if you are going to take Clinical Epidemiology (Epi 204) in the Fall (required for ATCR and Masters students), you may want to buy our textbook for that course, Evidence-Based Diagnosis (2009, Cambridge University Press) now.  They should be in the bookstore or you can get them from Cambridge University Press for 20% off. Go to http://www.epibiostat.ucsf.edu/ebd/ or Google "Evidence-Based Diagnosis Textbook" to find the code and link to get the discount.
· Identify and meet with your research mentor

· Choose a research question you might design a study to answer and bring a one sentence version of that research question to class on August 4.  (If possible, this should be a study you will actually carry out this year.)

· Use PubMed to do a literature search, word-process a 1/2- to ¾-page “Significance” section for your research question with an adequate set of recent references (inserted and formatted with citation management software; see below), and bring this to class too.

If you have not already used citation management software, it is time to start. We have used and recommended EndNote® for this course for many years, but the UCSF library is now offering RefWorks® free via the web to UCSF faculty, students and staff, so you might want to consider RefWorks especially if you are just starting out or will be sharing reference libraries with collaborators.  Go to the UCSF Library Website (http://www.library.ucsf.edu) and click on "Classes, Consulting and Help" then "Citation Management" for more information.  We have arranged additional Endnote and RefWorks classes for students in this class from the library, the cost for the class is $39.00 (you can write a check payable to “UC Regents” see below. 

Don’t worry if your ideas about a research question don’t seem perfect--that’s normal at this stage.  (This is one of the reasons you are taking this workshop.)  Thinking up a good research question can be hard, which is why we get you started on this before the course begins.  Your mentor and colleagues are essential ingredients for developing your ideas.

Check out the course website at http://www.epibiostat.ucsf.edu/courses/schedule/clin_research.html (or just Google "Epi 202") where you will find materials for this course.   You can also Google "UCSF TICR" to find more about our Training In Clinical Research (TICR) courses given this summer and throughout the year. And contact Olivia De Leon (olivia@epi.ucsf.edu) or Allison Deneen (adeneen@psg.ucsf.edu) if you have questions.

We look forward to seeing you, homework in hand, on August 4, 2009.

Sincerely,

Thomas B. Newman, MD, MPH, Director

Michael A. Kohn MD, MPP, Co-Director

Date: 
June, 2009
To: 
Students in the Designing Clinical Research Workshop

From: 
Olivia Deleon
Re: 
EndNote Classes

One good way to master Endnote or RefWorks is to have a personal start-up session with a knowledgeable person in your department.  Another approach is to seek instruction in the UCSF Library.  We have arranged Endnote instruction for additional charge of $39.00 for those who wish this option. Those who would like to attend a 2-hour class at the Library should contact me to sign up for one of the classes we have arranged.  Send your email to olivia@epi.ucsf.edu, and signify a first and second choice of the following times and dates:

The check is payable to “UC Regents” and you can hand it to me on the first day of class in the lecture classroom.

Tuesday, July 21        10:00 - 11:30am
Thursday, July 23        2:00 - 3:30pm
Monday, July 27         12:00 - 1:30pm
Friday, July 31            2:30 - 4:00pm
Monday, August 3     2:00 - 3:30pm
Tuesday, August 4    2:00 - 3:30pm
