Medical Informatics, Winter 2010

Epi 206 Course Project: Pilot Research Awards in eHealth Innovation 

February 16, 2010

Due:
Thursday, March 25, 2010, e-mail to ida.sim@ucsf.edu by 5 pm. 

UCSF’s Resource Allocation Program runs an intramural grant program for pilot awards (http://rap.ucsf.edu/). For this assignment, you will be “applying” for a fictitious Pilot Research Award in eHealth Innovation. [40 points, ½ of all homework points]
Project Award Amount Don’t worry about the budget for this assignment

Description of eHealth Innovation Topic Area

Proposals are requested on any area of health information technology for clinical care and/or clinical research. Projects must involve using health information technology (HIT) for a well-defined problem to meet one or more clearly specified objectives. Projects may be inpatient or outpatient, may be directed to clinicians and/or patients, and may use Internet, mobile (e.g., cell phone), or other platforms. Some example projects include: a decision support system to ensure appropriate peri-op antibiotic use, a web portal for patients to sign up for clinical trial participation, a cell phone app to remind patients to take their medications. 
Instructions
Proposal Length: 3-4 pages, including figures and tables

Format Requirements: Arial font; 11 pt; minimum 0.5 inch for all margins; no appendices. You may respond to this Call for Proposals in either paragraph or bullet form – your ideas and plans just have to be clear.

1. Project Title

2. Proposal (page limits are suggestions only)

a. Project Vision and Specific Aims (2/3 page) 


[10 points]
b. Background and Significance (1/2 page) 


[5 points]
c. Preliminary studies (if any, ½ to 1 page extra)

d. Design and Methods (2-3 pages)
 



[25 points]
· including technical approach and project outcomes

e.
Literature cited (not included in page limit)

· Criteria for Review 
Proposals will be graded based on how well it addresses the following key informatics issues. 

· Who are the users? What task or problem is being addressed? Is this an important task or problem?

· Does the proposed approach promise to address the task or problem in a substantive way? Is the proposed approach likely to be scalable and sustainable?
· Are data standardization and data exchange issues appropriately handled? 

· Is the proposed approach sensitive to workflow and organizational issues? 

· Are security and privacy issues appropriately handled? 
If applicable, projects will also be graded on issues discussed in the homeworks on EHRs and clinical decision support systems. 
Email 2-3 sentences about your main project idea to Dr. Sim by March 2 to verify that your project idea is appropriate for this exercise. (ida.sim@ucsf.edu)
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