Medical Informatics, Winter 2010

Problem Set #1 : Naming Data

February 16, 2010
Due:
February 23, 2010, e-mail to ida.sim@ucsf.edu by 5 PM. Please put your name inside your Word document, and call your file Name.ProblemSet#.doc (e.g., Lee.2.doc). Thanks!

You may answer these questions in either paragraph or bullet form. Please be sure to answer all parts of the question.

Question
Explore the ICD-9 coding tree for “Pneumonia and Influenza” (480-487). Visit
http://icd9.chrisendres.com/index.php?action=child&recordid=4830 and/or http://icd9.chrisendres.com/index.php?action=child&recordid=4938 and/or any other ICD-9 coding tool you wish to use (please give a web address or citation).

Be sure to explore both “sibling” concepts (e.g., Acute Respiratory Infections (460-466)) and “children” and “grandchildren” concepts (e.g., Viral Pneumonia, 480). 

For the purposes of this exercise, you can assume that the coder wants to capture the clinical idea as accurately as possible, i.e., is not trying to “game” the codes for billing purposes.

1. Comment on the “Pneumonia and Influenza” tree structure. What seems to be driving the organization of the tree’s branches? What are the strengths and weaknesses of this organization? [4 points]
2. Choose three (3) of the following vocabulary issues to discuss regarding ICD-9 coding of pnemonia. See lecture notes for more information. Give specific examples of problems you identify. [2 points each]



- coverage



- granularity / specificity



- relationships between terms



- atomic terms vs. post-coordinated terms



- usability



- versioning
