Homework Assignment 6
Submit to outcomesresearch2009@gmail.com prior to class on 5/14/09

Read article Glance LG, Dick A, Osler TM, et al. Impact of Changing the Statistical Methodology on Hospital and Surgeon Ranking:  The Case of the New York State Cardiac Surgery Report Card.  Medical Care 2006; 44:311-319.

Answer the following questions:

1) Why is not surprising that the standard logistic regression model (ignoring physician) in their analysis of CABG surgeon mortality rates gave essentially the same results as the fixed effects regression model?

2) Why don’t the authors just exponentiate the coefficient for each MD in the fixed effects model to get an odds ratio for each MD with which to rank them?

3) Explain what the within versus between variances are in the ICC’s given in the plots of O/E ratios in Figure 1.  What would an ICC of 1.0 mean?

4) Why do they regard the fixed effects model as the “gold standard” among their various models?
