To: Students in Epi 218 (Database Management for Clinical Research)
From: Michael Kohn, MD, MPP (Michael.kohn@ucsf.edu)

Re: Final Project
Several of you have already completed and emailed your Epi 218 final project.  Others have already met with me for help.  I changed the due date to 3/9 to give you more time to work on the assignment and because I have good availability to meet with you this week.  I will be at CBL Tuesday through Friday, 3/2-5.  There are almost 50 students in the class, so I can’t meet with all of you, but if you need help or have questions, email me to set up an appointment.  If you can’t meet with me in person, I can share a desktop with you using Adobe ConnectNow.  (Try it out yourself.  Just Google “Adobe ConnectNow”.)   

I am reprinting below my earlier email about not cutting and pasting from the final project examples:

To: Epi 218 Students

From: Michael Kohn

Re: Final Project

Date: 2/21/2010

I posted several examples for final project write-ups.  You are welcome to use the wording in these examples if it is appropriate to your project.  

If you are studying anonymous cadaver specimens, as did Simon Knops in his CT-Syndesmosis study, we shouldn’t see copied and pasted verbiage about de-identifying study subjects and storing the data in a HIPAA-compliant way.  (A discussion of data back-ups would still be relevant.)

If you are surveying a group of clinics about procedures that they offer, and you are collecting only aggregate, clinic-level data, we shouldn’t see copied and pasted verbiage in your data analysis section about how patient identifiers will be removed prior to export to the statistical package.  You are not collecting any patient identifiers.  (It might be appropriate to remove clinic identifiers if the clinics you are surveying are sensitive to being compared with other similar clinics.)

On the subject of patient identifying data: we have emphasized the current punitive atmosphere and warned you against storing PHI fields on your laptops and jump drives.  However, it is very difficult to do a research study without collecting patient names, addresses, birth dates, etc.  You can and should still collect these fields!  Just store them securely on the PSG Terminal Server, in your MyResearch account, in REDCap or QuesGen, or on another secure site.

 

