To: Students in Epi 218 (Database Management for Clinical Research)
From: Michael Kohn, MD, MPP (Michael.kohn@ucsf.edu)

Re: Lab 3/Final Project/Suggestions for improving the course
Lab 3

Lab 3 instructions for QuesGen are now posted on the course website.  You can use QuesGen for Lab 3 even if you didn’t use it for Lab 2.  You should definitely use QuesGen for Lab 3 if you already know Access well and found Labs 1 and 2 trivial.  You should also use the QuesGen instructions if, despite our encouragement to learn and use Access, you know for sure that you will never use it again after this class.

Lab 3 consists of 3 parts:

1) Database – Query data and export to a statistical package.

2) Statistics – Analyze the data using Stata or another statistical package

3) Manuscript Preparation – Present the results as you would in a submitted manuscript (1 or 2 sentences of text, a table, or a figure)

Students rarely have problems with Lab 3 (or Labs 1 and 2 for that matter).  When they do have problems, it is because they get too focused on the mechanics of exporting data and running the t-test and lose sight of the research question: Do babies with neonatal jaundice have lower/higher IQs at age 5 than babies without neonatal jaundice?
Final Project
Some students do have problems with the final project (Assignment 4) due on 2/16/2010.  Remember we need a copy (or a demo) of your research study database and a one-page data collection and management plan.  Again, if you can’t send or demo your study database populated with real (but de-identified) data, please send it or show it populated with several realistic test records.  If you are using SurveyMonkey, send us the link to your survey and we will take it ourselves.  You still need to turn in a one-page data management plan.
Suggestions to improve the course

We are close to half-way through the course.  One suggestion I have heard is that next year we should alternate labs and lectures, i.e. Lecture 1, Lab 1, Lecture 2, Lab 2, Lecture 3, Lab 3.  I am also working on lab instructions for other platforms, including Filemaker Pro and RedCAP.  Let me know your other suggestions, if not during the course, then on your course evaluations.

