To: Students in Epi 218 (Database Management for Clinical Research)
From: Michael Kohn, MD, MPP (Michael.kohn@ucsf.edu)

Re: a) Labs 2 and 3; b) Final Project; c) saving research data to laptops or jump drives

a) Labs 2 and 3

In past years, the instructions for Labs 2 and 3 were tailored to Access 2003 only.  I am working to expand your database platform options.  You already have instructions for Access 2007, and I now have instructions for QuesGen posted to the course website.  QuesGen is a web-enabled research data management platform that is completely browser based, so you won’t need Access or any other database program installed on your workstation.  Your QuesGen username and the web page to retrieve your password are also on the website.  Since the QuesGen instructions will be brand new, I am hoping to induce as many of you as possible to try them and provide me with feedback.  In future years, I hope to have lab instructions for Filemaker Pro.

The Lab 3 instructions also assume that you will use Stata as your statistical package, but it should be easy to adapt them to SAS or SPSS.  I will try to get this done prior to Lab 3, but no promises.

b) Final Project
I am pleased to have received several questions about the final project (Assignment 4) due on 2/16/2010.  This means that you are already working on your own research study databases and one-page data collection and management plans.  If you can’t send your study database populated with real (but de-identified) data, please send it populated with several realistic test records.  If you can’t email your database as an attachment, Maurice and I will work with you to arrange a temporary logon or other means to review your study database.
c) Saving research data to laptops or jump drives

In Lab 1, I received a few questions about how to save research data to laptops and jump drives.  It is fine to do this with the fictional Infant Jaundice Study data.  But, it is bad policy and possibly illegal (!) to do this with real study data.  Your folders on the PSG terminal server (your “M” drive) are secure and backed up daily.  Besides PSG, other secure data storage environments include the OAAIS MyResearch portal and the School of Medicine Information Services Unit.  The QuesGen system has also been reviewed by UCSF IT Security for compliance with federal privacy regulations and data security rules.
