To: Students in EPI 218 (Database Management Systems for Clinical Research)
From: Michael Kohn

Re: Welcome/Assignment for first class session/Terminal Server accounts
1) Welcome to EPI 218 (Database Management Systems for Clinical Research)!

In this 3-lecture, 3-lab course, you will learn about something called the “Relational Model” for computerized databases and about terms and concepts like “entity”, “attribute”, “primary key”, “foreign key”, “normalization”, and “referential integrity”.  We should be able to convince you why, as clinical investigators, you need to understand these concepts.  It is scary how many people out there throw the above terms around while completely misunderstanding the concepts behind them.
2) Assignment for first class session.

Course website: http://www.epibiostat.ucsf.edu/courses/schedule/data_management.html
Please visit the on-line course syllabus and do the assigned reading and exercises PRIOR TO the first lecture on Tuesday 1/5/2010 in CBL 6702.

Reading:

Kohn, MA. “Chapter 16: Data Management” in Hulley, SB et al. Designing Clinical Research (3rd Edition).Lippincott, Williams, & Wilkins. 2007.

Please attempt the Chapter 16 exercises PRIOR TO the first lecture on Tuesday, 1/5/2010 in CBL 6702.
3) Terminal Server accounts
The first lab in the course is at 8:45 am on Tuesday 1/12/2010 in CBL 6704 with overflow into 6702.  The labs require Microsoft Access 2000 or higher.  This is part of Microsoft Office Professional (but not Microsoft Office Standard).  Microsoft Office Professional will be available to all officially enrolled students in EPI 218 via the Citrix MetaFrame Presentation Server at 
http://apps.epi-ucsf.org
Some of you already have a Username and Password for the Epicenter Domain.  Others will have to obtain one from Epi Help Desk at

HelpDesk@psg.ucsf.edu
Once you have logged on to the MetaFrame Presentation Server, choose “MS Office Desktop” from the applications.  At this point you have a virtual Windows desktop that you can use to launch MS Access (Start ( Programs ( Microsoft Access), and you are ready for the first lab.
